


WORMS

Are worms important?
Worm infestation of pets is very important.  Most cats and dogs are infected with worms at some point in their lives.  It is very difficult to tell if a pet has worms.  They can appear very healthy even when infested and symptoms may only develop when the worm burden becomes large.  Worms can cause serious health problems for the pet but also people, especially children, the elderly and those with reduced immune symptoms.

Where does my pet get worms?
Worm eggs and larvae are passed in the faeces of infected animals and can survive in the soil for sometimes a year or more.  This leads to soil contamination and is a potential risk to any cat or dog.

Fleas can be infected with tapeworm larvae and if your pet ingests an infected flea while grooming it can become infected.  So good flea control is also important to help control worms. 

Dogs and cats can also become infected by hunting or scavenging.  The tapeworms Taenia can be contracted by eating small mammals (e.g. mice, rabbits) and Echinococcus from feeding off sheep carcasses.  

Reduce the chances of your pet getting worms.
Ensure the safe disposal of cat and dog faeces.  Carry plenty of poo bags and always clear up your dog's mess.

Maintain good hygiene of your pet's environment including bedding and litter trays.

Routine flea control.

Good worming prevention.  As a minimum we recommend all pets are wormed every three months.  Cats (or dogs such as gun dogs) that hunt should be wormed monthly. Puppies and kittens should be also be wormed monthly until six months old.

Prevent your pet from scavenging from carcasses.

