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LUNGWORM
Angiostrognylus vasorum, otherwise known as lungworm or French heartworm, is a parasite found in slugs and snails.  Dogs that ingest slugs or snails can become infected with the parasite and it can be life-threatening.

The risk

Dogs of all ages can pick up lungworm infection, but younger dogs seem particularly susceptible.  The adult worm lives in the heart and the major blood vessels supplying the lungs.  It can cause a range of symptoms.  These include coughing, nose bleeds, vomiting, diarrhoea or just general lethargy.  Infected dogs do not always show outwards signs of the infection, especially in the early stages.  If left untreated the condition can become fatal.
Treatment and Prevention

This worm is NOT treated with the conventional use of worming tablets.  However it can be treated and prevented with the regular use of the spot on treatment Advocate, which also treats fleas and most other worms.
Please contact the practice for more details.






